FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Laura Andrews, (216) 707-2265, landrews @clevelandart.org 








Trio Medizval + Cantus 


CMA’s VIVA! & Gala Around Town Presents 
Trio Medizeval + Cantus 


oe 


mmaculate blend and nuanced control.” — The New York Times 


CLEVELAND (May 14, 2008)—The Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) acclaimed VIVA! 
& Gala Around Town concert series welcomes Trio Medizval + Cantus May 28, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Trinity Cathedral. Besides a special appearance at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s concert is the only other appearance of Trio Medizval + Cantus 
performing together. 

The gleaming voices of these two acclaimed vocal ensembles, the Trio Medizeval women 
and the nine men of Cantus, combine for a splendid concert of rich ethereal sound. In a program of 
mostly solo works, the ensembles come together for two captivating collaborations. 

Trio Medizeval, one of the hottest female vocal ensembles in the world, returns to Cleveland 
after their sold-out concert last year. The brilliant young Scandinavian voices of Trio Medieval, Anna 
Maria Friman, Linn Andrea Fuglseth and Torunn Ostrem Ossum, specialize in a diverse repertoire that 
features polyphonic medieval music from England and France, contemporary works written for the 


ensemble, and traditional Norwegian ballads and songs. 
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Founded in Oslo in 1997, Trio Medizval developed its unique repertory during intense 
periods of work at the Hilliard Summer Festivals in England and Germany between 1998 and 2000 
and debuted in the United States in June 2003, performing two sold-out concerts at New Haven's 
International Festival of Arts and Ideas. 

The trio delights in performing new music and collaborates with a multitude of contemporary 
composers, including Gavin Bryars, Piers Hellawell, Roger Marsh, Ivan Moody, Paul Robinson, 
Thomas Simaku, Oleh Harkavyy, Bjgrn Kruse and Andrew Smith. Trio Medizval recently released 
their fourth album in 2007, a collection of Norwegian folk songs. 

For the past 12 years, Cantus has gained recognition as one of America’s finest professional 
male vocal ensembles. The nine-member ensemble includes Eric Hopkins, Aaron Humble, Michael 
Jones, Gary Ruschman, Shahzore Shah, Dashon Burton, Adam Reinwald, Tom McNichols and Tim 
Takach. 

As one of the few full-time ensembles in the world, Cantus enjoys a vigorous schedule of 
national tours, subscription concerts in the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, several 
innovative residences, collaborations, educational programs and recording. 

Rehearsing and performing without a conductor, Cantus has been praised by critics and the 
public alike for its broad repertoire, bold ensemble singing and engaging stage presentation. Their 
repertoire spans all periods and genres, including contemporary works, art songs, early music, world 
music and pop. 

Cantus tours have included performances throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe. 
The ensemble has appeared as a special guest with the Minnesota Orchestra, and has a long-standing 
performing relationship with the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. As a non-profit organization, Cantus 
is an active proponent of music education, encouraging people of all ages - especially men - to sing. 
Its members are frequent clinicians at festivals, schools and universities throughout the country. 

Admission to the performance is $35; $33 for CMA members. Only obstructed view seating 
remains. Special group and student rates are available. To purchase tickets call the CMA Box Office 


at 1-888-CMA-0033 or on online at www.clevelandart.org/tickets. Trio Medieval + Cantus perform at 





Trinity Cathedral located at 2230 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland. Parking is available in the Trinity 
Commons lot on Prospect Avenue, with additional parking available in the adjacent Cleveland State 


University lot. 
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VIVA! & Gala Around Town 

Nikolai Gogol’s The Gamblers continues its run playing through June 15, 2008 at 
Kennedy’s at Playhouse Square, part of the VIVA! & Gala Around Town concert series. Gogol’s 
The Gamblers is a hilarious romp about a professional gambler traveling on a highly profitable con 
job. After stopping at a provincial inn where he believes that he is playing against local pinheads, he’s 
poised to pull off his perfect scam. Little does he know the kind of scorpions he’s dealing with. 
Gogol’s play is a brilliant study of the grotesquery of human avarice. Adapted and directed by 
Massoud Saidpour, CMA’s director of performing arts, music and film. Featuring Terence 
Cranendonk. Limited seating. 

The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic 
growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. The programs are also made 
possible by The Ernest L. and Louise M. Gartner Fund, The P. J. McMyler Musical Endowment Fund, 
The Anton and Rose Zverina Music Fund, The Musart Society and Margaret W. Wong & Associates, 
Co., LPA. 


The Cleveland Museum of Art 
The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which 

includes over 40,000 objects and spans 6,000 years. Currently undergoing a multi-year expansion 
project that will re-imagine the museum, it is a significant international forum for exhibitions, 
scholarship, and art education. The Cleveland Museum of Art is generously funded by Cuyahoga 
County residents through Cuyahoga Arts and Culture. Additional support from the Ohio Arts 
Council, which helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, 
educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans. For more information on the 


museum, its holdings, programs, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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Trio Medizval Photo credit: Asa M. Mikkelsen 
Cantus Photo credit: Jen Cress. 


For full media kit, including images, visit http://www.clevelandart.org/whatsnew/newsdesk/index.asp. 





